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To,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morpe th . 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  for  the  year,  1962. 

The  vital  statistics  are  satisfactory.  The  standard  birth  rate, 
at  20.06  per  1,000  of  the  population,  is  higher  than  the  national  rate 
and  the  standard  death  rate,  at  11.55  is  very  slightly  lower  than  the 
average  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

The  still -birth  rate  is  very  low,  as  is  the  infantile  mortality 
rate,  the  respective  figures  being  11.24  per  1,000  live  and  still¬ 
births  and  18.94  per  1,000  live  births.  The  corresponding  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  are  18.1  and  21.6. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  the  total 
number  of  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  was  three  less  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

The  resumption  of  Council  house  building  and  the  completion  of 
74  houses  enabled  good  progress  to  be  made  with  the  removal  of  persons 
from  condemned  properties,  so  that,  by  the  end  of  the  year,  only  18 
households  remained  in  Clearance  Areas  or  individual  unfit  houses  and 
only  three  families  in  huts  at  the  Common  Camp. 

I  feel  the  Council  should  be  congratulated  on  the  way  it  has 
tackled  the  slum  clearance  programme,  which  has  proceeded  much  more 
rapidly  than  seemed  possible  originally.  At  the  beginning,  the 
problem  was,  for  the  size  of  the  Borough,  quite  considerable  but  it 
has  been  very  largely  solved,  apart  from  one  small  clearance  area 
and  a  few  individual  unfit  houses. 

There  remains,  now,  the  problem  of  re-developing  some  of  the 
cleared  areas  but  this  problem,  too,  will  be  solved  in  time. 

I  have  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration 
they  have  extended  to  me  and  say  that  1  am  grateful  to  the  officials 
of  departments  of  the  Council  for  the  help  they  always  give  so 
willingly  when  it  is  required.  A  special  word  of  thanks  is  due  to 
the  Public  Health  Inspector  who  so  loyally,  conscientiously  and 
efficiently  carries  out  all  his  duties,  which,  with  the  growth  of 
the  town  and  the  appearance  of  a  variety  of  new  legislation,  are 
constantly  increasing. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Ypur  obedient  servant , 

C.B.  McGregor,  M.B.  ,  Ch.B.,  DJP.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Borough  of  Morpeth 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEFiIRTMENT 
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1. 

SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  acreage  and  boundaries  of  the  Borough  remain  unchanged  but  the 
population  continues  to  grow.  The  Registrar-General* s  estimate  of  the 
population  at  mid-1962  was  13,160  which  is  an  increase  of  1,170  over 
the  corresponding  estimate  for  mid-196l.  In  the  Annual  Report  for 
1961  surprise  was  expressed  at  the  fact  that  the  estimate  for  1961  was 
exactly  the  sane  as  for  i960,  viz,  11,990,  in  spite  of  the  building  of 
a  further  256  houses.  Figures  from  the  1961  Census,  no w  available, 
show  that  the  population  tes,  in  fact,  12,571  at  that  time.  This 
gives  a  more  credible  increase  of  589  between  mid-1961  and  mid-1962. 

The  total  increase  in  the  six  years,  1957-1962,  inclusive  was  2,360 
and  further  growth  is  to  be  expected  in  view  of  a  proposal  to  build 
a  further  500  houses  by  private  enterprise.  It  appears  unfortunate 
that  practically  all  the  extension  of  the  town  is  to  the  south  and 
south  west  causing  the  new  houses  to  be  further  and  further  from  what 
should  be  the  centre  and  giving  the  Borough,  what  may  be  described  as, 
a  lop-sided  appearance. 

Each  passing  year  brings  more  traffic  through  the  town  producing 
ever-growing  congestion  in  the  holiday  months.  Concern  has  been 
expressed  at  the  decision  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport  that  the  by-pass 
at  Alnwick  is  to  be  constructed  before  that  for  Morpeth,  where  the 
volume  of  traffic  is  greater  than  in  the  former  town. 


The  beautiful  park  and  open  spaces  in  Morpeth' Continue  to  attract 
large  numbers  of  visitors  in  the  summer-time. 

No  new  types  of  employment  have  been  introduced. 


Ar*e a  xn  lei es  .......... o. . ..o.*.,.. 00.0... 00. o«oooooo..o.  2 ,  1 A 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid-1962  13,160 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  . .  i .  £640 

Rc  t  e  ab  le  "7* ct  lu.e  ..0.0.  .0.0000.00000. 00. ......  ®«oo..o..o.ooo.  *£  iu  9  ,  i  2  6 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1962)  . .  3,984 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ...........  1,493 


vtp;l  statistics. 

(the  figures  in  brackets  are  the  figures 
for  England  and  Wales). 


Live  Births. 


Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

137 

117 

254 

Illegitimate 

3 

7 

10 

140 

124 

264 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

of  the  estimated  population 

20, 

Standard  Birth  Rate 

(Comparability  Factor  1.00) 

ooo«oe«* 

20, 

Still  Births. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  . .  11.24  (18. l) 


2. 

DEATHS 


Total  Male  Female. 
190  83  107 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  . . . .  .  „  . . . . .  14.44 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.80)  ............  11.35  (ll. 9) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  30  of  the  Registrar- 
General' s  Short  List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ......  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil 


Male  Female 


Legitimate 


3 


2 


Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

b  art  hS  .  ...oo.  ..........  00.  oo.o.o.o  0000.  oeo.ooo«.ooooo.  00  o 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  birthS  o.......eo.o«..oo9..oeoo.».oeeooo..o«o.o..o».. 


OOOOOOO 


18.94 

19.69 

Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks.  Male  Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks  ................  1  2 


Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age  ..... 

per  1,000  live  births)  ....................................  11.36  (15.1) 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  •  *  Male  Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  wefek  12 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  live  births)  ..................................  11. 36 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  .............  22.47 
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The  Registrar -General  supplies  the  following: 


CAUSES  OF  DK_TH^  1%2. 

Male  Female „ 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  (other  forms) 

1 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5. 

"Alio oping  Cough 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8o 

Measles 

— 

M 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

— 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 

5 

— 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

1 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

6 

3 

15. 

Leukaemia ,  A leukaemia 

1 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

9 

14 

18. 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

15 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

— 

4 

20. 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

15 

36 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

9 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

24. 

Bronchitis 

4 

— 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

— 

...  1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

— 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

— 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

- 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations 

— 

- 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  diseases 

9 

11 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

2 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

4 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

— 

36. 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  Yvar 

•  — 

r-w  u  m  var  —a  -  -  — - » 

Total 

83 

107 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1962, 


Cause 

!  • 

Total  /o 

Number 

of  total 
Deaths 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

97 

51.05 

I 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

23 

12.11 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

20 

10.53 

_  ' 

Total 

140 

73.69  : 

1 

1 

IMWILE  MORTALITY 


>5 

d 

co 

>3 

i — 1 

d 

<3 

VD 

CD 

■a 

1 

i — ! 

— 

T-.  -c-w—. 

Prematurity  2 

Birth  injury  1 

Lobar  Pneumonia 
Asphyxia 

(inhalation  of  vomit us) 

Total  3 

The  following  table  shows  the 
the  past  ten  years 0 


CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

u 

X! 

XI 

X 

X3 

U 

M 

o 

-P 

-p 

-p 

-p 

CD 

o 

0) 

o 

d 

d 

d 

d 

o 

<D 

CD 

G 

0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

£ 

% 

fS 

3 

A 

f— i 

pd 

a 

s 

-4* 

-p 

u 

C\J 

■ — i 

d 

K\ 

vo 

CT\ 

(M 

i — i  d 

d 

o 

i — 1 

d  p 

1 

1 

I 

-P 

1 

l 

i 

1 

+0  >3 

o 

-t 

O 

O 

rH 

CM 

Eh 

i — 1 

I— 1 

r- 

H 

EH  H 

— 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1  1 


-  -  -  3  1  -  -  1  5  | 


comparative  mortality  rates  during 


1953 

1934  1933 

1956  1957 

— - “ — — *  [ 

■ 

1958  1959  •  I960  1961  1962  : 

.  ..  1 

Infantile  deaths 
under  1  year 

3 

8  4 

7  2 

i 

1 

5  6  465 

Mortality  per 

1?000  live  births 

13.79  38o 

10  19.31  34.48  10.31  22 

.03  27.03  18.43  25.33  18.94 

i 

1 

5. 

SECTION  B. 


ENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREN. 


GFT 


Lab oratory  Facilitie s . 


These  are.  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the 
Newcastle  G-eneral  Hospital  and  additional  facilities  are  available  at 
Ashington  General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown 
be  lav: 


Specimens  sent  by 

Specimens 

Pos 

1 

! 

Neg 

i 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physiaan 

Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  1 

Not 

available 

General  Practitioner 

Swabs  for  pathogenic 
organisms 

2 

5 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Faeces  for  pathogenic 
organisms 

5 

1 — i 

C\J 

1 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Faeces  for  Virus 

examination 

- 

18 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Food  for  Food  Poisoning 
organisms 

- 

3 

1  Sensitivity  Test  was  carried  out. 

Ambulance  Facilities „ 

These  ure  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  which  is 
the  local  health  authority.  Six  drivers  are  employed  at  the  Morpeth 
Depot  where  there  are  three  ambulances  and  a  sitting  case  car. „ 

The  area  served  includes  the  Borough  of  Morpeth,  the  western 
part  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  and  parts  of  the  Castle  Ward  Rural 
District . 

Nursing  in  the  Hone. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Northumberland 
County  Council  is  the  authority  solely  and  directly  responsible  for 
Home  Nursing  Services. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfary  Services. . 

These  are  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  and  clinics 
are  held  at  the  Health  Centre  in  Gashouse  Lane.  The  services  include 
Infant  Welfare,  antenatal ,  Relaxation  classes,  Orthopaedic,  Ophthalmic, 
Speech  Therapy  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinics  and  dental  treatment 
for  school  and  pre-school  children  and  expectant  mothers. 

The  Child  Welfare  Clinic  formerly  held  at  Common  Camp  I^orpeth  ceased 
to  function  early  in  1963  as  the  tenants  of  the  huts  had  all  been 
re -housed. 
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Hone  Help  Service . 

This  service ,  provided  by  Northumberland  County  Council ,  has 
grown  tremendously  since  the  beginning  of  the  National  Health  Service 
in  1948.  The  great  majority-  of  the  persons  receiving  help  are  aged 
and  infirm  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  service  supplies  a 
great  need  and  plays  a  valuable  part  in  enabling  old  people  to 
continue  living  in  their  own  hones,  where  most  of  them  want  to  be. 
Unfortunately,  in  some  cases,  the  service  aj^pears  to  provide 
relatives  with  a  means  of  avoiding  family  responsibilities 0  Some 
abuse  of  the  service  seems  inevitable  but  this  is  greatly 
outweighed  by  the  good  which  it  does. 


7. 


SECTIC^G. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 


Water. 

Drinking  v/ater  is  supplied  to  the  Borough  by  Tynemouth 
Corporation.  The  pressure  and  supply  were  found  sufficient  for 
demands,  during  the  year.  Seven  samples  were  obtained  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  were  given  satisfactory  reports  by 
the  Public ,  Health  laboratory  in  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  At  the  close 
of  the  year  a  small  number  of  houses  remained  having  an  external 
supply  of  water,  and  owners  of  these  properties  were  approached  to 
proyide  an  internal  supply.  Five  more  houses  vrere  so  provided. 
Efforts  will  continue  to  be  made  to  have  every  house  in  the  Borough 
provided  with  an  internal  water  supply. 

'Water  Samples. 


— 

i 

Ref.  No. 

( 

Location 

Date  to 
lab . 

| 

Result 

1B/W/62 

Olympia  Hill 

2.  5.  62. 

Negative 

2B/W/62 

Mill  Square 

2.  5o  62. 

Negative 

5B/W/62 

Goosehill 

2 .  5 .  62 . 

Negative 

4B/W/62 

Bridge  Street 

2.  5  o  62. 

Negat  ive 

5B/W/62 

Goosehill  School 

10.  5.  62. 

Negative 

6B/W/62 

It  It 

(drinking  fountain) 

10.  5.  62. 

Negative 

7B/W/62 

Gas  House  Lane 

10.  5c  62. 

Negative 

8 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECT OR 1 S  AhNUAL  REPCHT , 


Year  ending  51st  Deceraber^  1962. 


Housing, 


Structural  defects 
Defective  food  store 
Dampness 
Over cr  owding 


Water' supply „ 

Insufficient 
Unsat isfact  ory 


Insufficient 
Unsat isf act ory 


Insufficient 

Defective 


General, 


Shops 

Pood  Premises. 

S laught  erhouse  s 
Temporary  dwellings 
Keeping  of  animals 
Defective  refuse 
containers 

Offensive  accumulations 
Smoke  nuisances 


Total 


Complaint; 


275 

64 

11 

64 

61 

8 

— 

49 

21 

4 

10 

49 

— 

- 

- 

8 


8  8  (l  in  Slum. Clearance) 


2 

53 


2 

4 


4 


4 


(Slum  Clearance) 


2 

18 


2 

13 


13 


(Slum  Clearance) 


14 

347 

630 

10 

5 

19 

1 

3 


1 

7 

4 


1 

6 


1 

7 

4 


11 

1 

1 


7 

1 

1 


11 

1 

1 


1546  130 


52  126 


.  .  lundrud  a*d  seventy-eight  complaints  were  received  and  investigated 
J  i£g  the  year  As  m  past  years  where  structural  defects  formed  the  basis 
of  the^  complaint  they  were  dealt  with  informally  and  in  no  case  was  it 
necessary  to  seek  formal  action. 


9. 


Defects  remedied  were  as  follows: 


Ceilings  repaired  3 
Drains  cleared  and  repaired  13 
Floors  repaired  2 
Gutters  and  spouts  renewed  14 
Manholes  repaired  2 
Roofs  repaired  15 
Staircases  made  safe  1 
Walls  re-plastered  (internal)  9 
Walls  repointed  8 
Walls  damp-prc  c  7  3d  10 
Windows  repaired  12 
Yard  paving  repaired  3 


Rent  Act.  1957 . 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year* 

Other  Visit sjand_  Inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 

2.936  and  JD96I . 


Building  sites 

30 

Courts,  Yards  and  Passages 

7 

Council  houses 

12 

Drain  inspections  and  tests 

165 

Dis inf e  s t a t i on s 

25 

Disinfections 

7 

Market s 

22 

Places  of  public  entertainment 

8 

Public  conveniences 

54 

Refuse  disposal  sites 

27 

Re f re shment  houses 

22 

Rivers  and  streams 

10 

Septic  tank  systems 

37 

Schools 

5 

Slum  Clearance  sites 

9 

Clean  Air  Act  , _195So 

During  1962,  only  two  complaints  were  received  of  an  alleged 
nuisance  from  emission  of  smoke  or  fumes  from  industrial  chimneys. 
These  were  not  of  a  serious  nature  and  upon  advice  from  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  the  emission  was  reduced  to  an  acceptable  amount 
in  one  case,  and  in  the  other  completely  eliminated.  Smoke  emission 
is  not  at  present  considered  to  be  a  danger  to  health  in  the  Borough. 

Verminous  Premise s . 


Twenty-five  complaints  were  received  of  premises  affected  by 
vermin.  These  were  all  treated  by  the  approved  methods  of  spraying 
with  insecticides  and  the  use  of  the  naked  flame  of  a  blow  lamp,  plus 
removal  of  badly  infested  woodwork. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  various  species  of  'cermin 
encountered. 


Species 

No .  of  C  ompla int  s 

Ant  3 

1 

Bed  Buy o 

1 

Ooc.sl  caches 

9 

Be  odes 

5 

Flies 

3 

Silver fish 

1 

Woodworm 

2 

Wasps 

3 

10. 


Pet  Animals  Act ,  1951 . 

No  new  applications  for  a  licence  to  keep  a  Pet  Shop  were  received 
in  1962.  The  two  existing  premises  were  granted  renewal  of  their 
licences,  and  the  "businesses  were  conducted  reasonably  satisfactorily. 
One  owner  did  expose  for  sale  certain  animals  not  covered  by  the 
licence  but  these  were  promptly  removed  upon  complaint  and  warning 
from  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


During  the  year  under  review,  no  applications  were  received  for 
Registration  or  Licencing  of  premises  for  the  purpose  of  Upholstery 
work  and  the  storage  of  Rag  Flock,  and  there  is  none  on  the  Register 

at  present. 


Prevention  _of_  Damage  by  Pests  Acj 

Destruction  and  control  of  rats  and  mice  again  received  full 
attention.  Eighty  complaints  were  received  and  all  were  dealt  with. 


Each  complaint  required  careful  investigation  and  the  best  means 
of  dealing  with  the  infestation  had  to  be  devised  and  applied. 

Apart  from  the  specific  complaints  which  were  received  and  dealt 
with,  many  surveys  were  carried  out  of  dwelling  houses,  business 
premises,  farms,  s3.um  clearance  sites.  Council  owned  lands  and 
buildings,  and  the  banks  and  hedgerows  of  the  river  and  streams 
throughout  the  Borough  to  discover  and  treat  any  infestation. 

The  refuse  tipping  site  at  Quarry  Woods  called  for  considerable 
attention  and  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  a  continuous  treatment 
to  keep  the  infestation  at  a  controllable  level.  This  was  achieved 
by  the  use  of  approved  poison  baits,  lethal  gases  and  other, 
mechanical  methods. 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  was  given  the  twice  yearly 
poisoning  treatment  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food"  (Rodent  Division),  and  a  detailed  report  upon  the  year's 
work  in  this  crrnection  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry,  as  required. 

Some  details  of  the  work  done  under  the  Act  are  set  out  in  the 
table  hereunder 


Type  of  Property 

Inspections 

Treatments  Recovered 
Rats  Mice 

Agricultural 

30 

— 

— 

Business 

474 

14 

26 

39 

Council 

290 

18 

40 

23 

Dwellings 

1573 

76 

81 

64 

Refuse  site 

98 

continuous 

209 

— 

Rivers  and  streams 

91 

4 

l6 

— 

Sewage  plant 

10 

2 

9 

Sewers 

4 

2 

80 

Totals 

2570 

116 

461 

126 

'{There  rats  and  mice  were  found  at  Agricultural  holdings,  treatment 
was  done  by  the  owner  either  himself,  or  by  engaging  a  pest  destruction 
company.  The  work  v/as  supervised  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
the  C ounc i 1 ' s  r  ode n b  op e rat  or . 


11. 


De st ruction  .ofjviole s 0 


Infestations  of  moles  on  Council  ov/ned  lands  were  dealt  with 
by  a  specialist  in  this  work,  engaged  by  the  Council.  No  serious 
outbreaks  were  reported  during  the  year. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  continued  to  expand  during 
the  year  as  a  result  of  building  developments,  and  many  new  drains 
were  added  to  the  system  both  from  new  houses  and  from  existing 
buildings  under  improvement  schemes.  Thu  resultant  increase  in  the 
volume  of  sewage  will,  no  doubt,  throw  an  ever-increasing  burden 
upon  the  purification  plant.  The  effluent  discharges  into  the  river 
Y/ansbeck  at  a  point  just  below  the  town. 

During  the  year  six  samples  of  the  effluent  were  taken  by  the 
Northumberland  and  Tyneside  River  Board.  The  analytical  reports 
showed  that  three  samples  failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  consent 
given  by  the  River  Board  under  Section  7  of  the  Rivers  (Prevention 
of  Pollution)  Act,, 1961.  The  other  three  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  Council  has  approved  a  scheme  for  extending  the  sewage 
works  to  cater  for  a  population  of  16,000  and  this  scheme,  estimated 
to  cost  £168,000  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  approval. 

Considerable  work  was  involved  in  clearing  a  choked  sewer  and 
the  addition  of  two  new  manholes  to  facilitate  future  clearing  was 
undertaken  between  Riverside  Cottages  and  the  Chantry  . 

Refuse  Collection _and  Street  Cleans ing . 

Refuse  in  the  Borough  is  collected  daily  by  direct  labour  and 
disposed  of  at  the  Quarry  Roods  site.  There  were  occasional  outbreaks 
of  fire  due  to  the  high  percentage  of  paper  and  other  combustible 
materials  in  the  refuse,  but  the  fires  were  promptly  dealt  with  by 
means  of  pumping  Y/ater  from  the  river,  a  pump  and  hoses  being  kept 
permanently  on  the  site.  Fortunately  the  site  is  v/ell  removed  from 
the  town  and  no  serious  nuisance  was  experienced. 

Street  cleansing  is  also  by  direct  labour  and  this  service  also 
continues  to  grow  as  the  various  housing  estates  expand.  The  litter 
problem  is  still  regrettably  in  evidence  particularly  in  the  market 
place,  Newmarked,  and  the  green  area  of  Carlisle  Park,  a  favourite 
spot  for  townspeople  and  visitors. 

A  new  25  cu.yd,  harrier  fore-and-aft  tipping  collection  vehicle 
replaced  the  old  harrier  Bantam. 

Rivers  and ^Streams. 

Thr  river  Wansbeck  and  other  watercourses  flowing  through  the 
Borough  were  inspected  from  time  to  time  to  check  for  pollution,  but 
no  pollution  was  found  during  the  year.  The  Ransbeck,  particularly 
in  the  town  centre  is  apparently  still  regarded  by  some  thoughtless 
people  as  a  convenient  receptacle  for  unwanted  household  articles. 

This  is  a  deplorable  situation  when  one  considers  the  great  effort 
made  by  the  Council  to  maintain  the  natural  charm  of  this  area,  and 
the  riverside  as  a  whole. 


Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough. 
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Swimming  Baths. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  Borough,  but.  this  sport  is 
catered  for  in  a  neighbouring  area. 

Schools. 

There  are  six  primary  schools,  two  secondary  schools,  one  grammar 
school  for  boys,  one  grammar  school  for  girls,  one  commercial  college, 
and  a  preparatory  school,  in  the  Borough.  Inspections  were  made  on 
various  occasions  with  particular  attention  to  the  hygiene  of  kitchens 
where  school  meals  are  prepared,  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  and 
water  supply.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  a  satisfactory  standard 
of  hygiene  is  observed  both  in  the  xDremises  and  equipment,  and  by  the 
staff. 


13. 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1939 

1.  INSPECTIONS o 

r  ■  1 ---IT  -  -x -  xrza 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

 ..... 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sects. 1,2, 3,4  &  6  are  to 

— — 1 **—  ■ 

be  enforced  by  L.A. 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (l)  in  which  Sect. 7  is 

3 

6 

enforced  by  the  L.A, 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sect. 7  is  enforced 
by  L.A.  (excluding 

49 

20 

2 

2 

outworkers’  premises) 

4 

14 

•- 

*• 

Total 

36 

34 

. 

2 

2 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  ./ERE  FOUND, 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 


Number  of 
cases  in 


Particulars 

which  pro 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

se cut ions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M, 

were 

Inspect or 

inst itu- 

ted. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

Overcrowding 

- 

— 

-  .  - 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

-  .  - 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

- 

-  - 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 
a)  Insufficient 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

-  ~ 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

““  — 

_ 

Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork.) 

— 

— 

-  — 

- 

Total 

3 

3 

-  — 

— 

o'  P 
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SECTION  D. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  yF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 . 


Houses  completed  during  the  year 0 

)  By  Local  Authority 
)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 

Closing  and  Demolition . 

1.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas 
3„  Houses  closed,  not  demolished 

4.  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 
dwellings  and  not  included  in  above 


74 

92 


9 

6 

4 

Nil 


Houses  made  fit  by  procedure 


under  either  the  Housing 


or  P.H.  Acts. 


1.  By  informal  action 

2.  By  ov/ners,  following  statutory  notice 

3.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  ov/ners 

4.  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction 


Houses  Patched, 

1.  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  still  in  use  at  end  of 
year  for  temporary  accommodation 


14 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Improvement  Grants. 

A.  Discretionary  Grants . 


No c  of  separate 
housen. 


1.  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 

2.  Applications  rejected 

3.  Applications  approved 

4.  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house 
3.  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in 

the  area  since  inception  of  scheme. 


6 

Nil 

6 

£113 

141 


B^  Standard  Grants. 


During  the  Total  to 
Year  Date 


1.  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which 

grants  were  made  during  the  year  3  31  + 

2.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with:  . 


a)  Bath  or  shower 

b)  Gash  hand  basin 

c)  Hot  v/ater  supply 

d)  Water  closet 

e)  Food  store 


3 

24 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

1 

18 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

1 

22 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

1 

18 

+ 

3 

L.A. 

1 

13 

+ 

3 

L.A « 
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Slur-i  Clearance . 

By  the  end  of  1961,  no  slum  clearance  areas  remained  from  the 
Council's  original  programme  and  action  in  1962  under  the  Housing 
Acts  was  confined  to  individual  unfit  houses.  Two  Demolition  Orders 
and  one  Closing  Order  were  made. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  programme  up  to  the  end  of  the  year., 
199  houses  have  been  actioned  either  by  Clearance  Orders,  Demolition 
Orders  or  Closing  Orders.  Of  these,  101  have  been  demolished  and  60 
have  been  closed.  One  Closing  Order  was  revoked  in  respect  of  one 
house  which  was  reconditioned  and  integrated  with  an  adjoining  house 
to  form  one  dwelling. 

• 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  8  households  in  Clearance  ureas  and  10 
households  in  Individual  Unfit  houses  awaited  rehousing.  Three 
families  remained  in  hutments  at  the  Common  Camp. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  /ImD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 


Milk  Supply. 

Milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  designated  either  Tuberculin  Tested, 
Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised,  Pasteurised,  or  Sterilised. 

Dealers  licences  are  issued  by  Northumberland  County  Council  and 
sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Responsibility  for  Registration  of  Dealers  and  Dairy  premises  other 
than  farms  is,  however,  still  the  responsibility  of  the  Borough  Council. 
Visits  to  such  premises  were  made  during  the  year  and  the  latter  were  found 
generally  satisfactory. 

The  County  Inspector  has  provided  the  information  given  in  the 
following  table  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  the  results 
obtained. 


1  * 

Designation 

. 

Test  Result 

!  -i 

| 

Passed  ■  Failed 

T.T.  T.T.  PAST. 

PAST 

M.B.  PHOS  BIO  MB  PEOS  BIO 

. 

1 

18 

| 

6  -  1  i  2 

1  1  -  i  - 

18  18  -  j  - 

1 

Ice  Cream. 

Two  premises  were  added  to  the  Borough  Register  for  the  sale  of 
Ice  Cream.  There  are  now  48  such  premises  on  the  Register.  Only  two 
of  the  vendors  in  the  town,  excluding  travelling  vans  from  outside  the 
Borough,  deal  in  unwrapped  ice  cream,  and  one  of  these  has  his  factory 
in  another  district. 

Twenty-two  inspections  were  made  of  registered  premises  during 
the  year  to  check  on  methods  of  storage,  and  equipment  and  huddling 
technique,  and  these  were  found  generally  good. 
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Mea_t  J^nspect  i  on . 

Inspection  of  carcase  meat  at  the  slaughterhouses  was  given  the 
maximum  attention  possible  during  the  year  but  this  was  achieved  only 
by  the  inspector  giving  extra  time  in  the  evenings  and  being  on  call 
during  his  annual  holidays  and  bank  holidays. 

At  present,  slaughtering  times  are  not  controlled  but  this  nay 
need  consideration  at  some  future  date  and  arrangements  to  be  made 
for  a  relief  inspector. 

Carcases  and  _Offal_  inspected,  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

excl 

Cows. 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  and  inspected 

1335 

105 

98 

6038 

1101 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticercosis. 

'./hole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

12 

4 

Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 

186 

16 

— 

33 

80 

Percentage  of  No.  affected 
with  disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  or  Cysticerci 

.14.0 

16.1 

1.02 

1.11 

7.63 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases,  some  part-  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 

3 

1 

— 

Percentage  of  No.  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0.22 

0.95 

-  ■ 

- 

- 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 

/ 

i  \ 

Carcases  submitted  for  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

- 

— 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.  •  The  total  number  of  all  animals 

for  the 

year  was 

8677. 

Slaughter  Houses .  '  ■  .  . 

The  work  of  enlarging  and  improving  the  slaughter  house  to  satisfy 
modern  needs  got  under  way  during  the  year,  a  modified  scheme  .having 
been  approved.  Unfortunately. owing  to  the  severe  winter,  and  difficulties 
caused  by  the  flood  from  the  river,  work  cfcme  to  a  standstill  for  many 
weeks .  It  is,,  however,  expected  that  the  slaughter  house  in  its  new 
form  will  be  operational  early  in  1964. 

/ 

During  the  year  17  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  approved  by  the 
Council  for  renewal,  and  one  new  licence  granted. 

Shops  Act ,  1950 . 

Hiring  the  year  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act  with  reference 
to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  persons  employed.  In  one  case  a  deficiency 
was  found  in  the  sanitary  accommodation  available  which  ms  subsequently 
remedied 
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Shops.  Ict^  1930  ( continued) 


One  shop  on  the  register  is  subject  to  an  exemption  certificate 
with  respect  to  sanitary  conveniences „  The  register  is  now  undergoing 
a  complete  revision  to  bring  it  up-to-date,  an  action  necessitated  by 
many  changes  in  occupation  and  the  growth  of  the  business  of  the 
Borough. 


Agriculture  (Safety  „  H  alth ,  and  .v  elf  are  Provisions^) 


Act ^ 


1956, 


Agricultural  holdings  in  the  Borough  embraced  by  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  received  attention  during  the  year.  The  owner  of  one 
large  holding  had  provided  a  water-carriage  system  of  sanitary 
conveniences  and  ablution  arrangements  for  his  staff  and  field  workers, 
a  most  commendable  effort  to  improve  the  lot  of  agricultural  employees. 


Food  Premises,  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Educat i ona  1  Act i vitv 


Premises  where  food  for  human  consumption  is  stored,  prepared  or 
sold  were  accorded  due  attention  during  the  year  to  ensure  fullest 
observation  of  these  regulations.  In  a  few  cases  it  was  necessary 
to  require  sustained  effort  especially  in  catering  trades,  where  it 

is  so  easy  for  laxity  to  creep  in  particularly  during  rush  periods. 


During  the  Public  Health  Inspector's  visits,  informal  talks  and 
discussions,  and  demonstrations  to  managements  and  staffs  and  talks 
to  organisations  are  doing  much  to  advance  the  knowledge  and  proper 

regard  for  good  hygiene  practices,  these  being  of  paramount  importance 
to  public  health. 

In  general,  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  is  good  and  owners  of  such  establishments  are  in  the  main, 
very  co-operative  when  requested  for  greater  efforts.  There  are  14 
premises  where  preserved  food  is  prepared ,  on  the  Borough  Register. 

Inspection  of  Food  other  than  meat  at  ^Slaughterhouse . 

During  the  year  many  calls  were  made  upon  the  Health  Department 
to  inspect  and  assess  the  fitness  for  human  consumption  of  a  variety 
of  foodstuffs,  a  duty  requiring  the  utmost  knov/dedge  of  the  causes 
of  food  spoilage,  and  the  hazards  to  public  health  if  unsound  or 
infected  foods  should  reach  the  consuming  public.  Important 
decisions  have  to  be  made,  and  appropriate  action  taken  in  each  case. 

The  following  list  shows  the  commodities  so  inspected  and  the 
reason  for  their  rejection  as  human  food.  All  were  surrendered  for 
destruction. 


Commodity 

Quantity 

Reason  for  C onde mnat i on 

Wei 

•ght 

lb. 

oz 

Butter 

— 

Rancidity 

15 

0 

Bacon 

- 

larv  ae 

20 

8 

Chicken 

5  tins 

Mould  and  Decomposition 

1 

nil 

Cooked  Ham 

11  " 

Decomposition 

60 

8  i 

Fruit 

35  ” 

Blown  and  leaking  tins 

39 

12 

Luncheon  Meat 

18  " 

Black  Mould 

11 

0 

Meat  ( imp ort  ed ) 

1  crop 

Tuberculosis 

60 

0 

Milk  (evaporated) 

2  tins 

Punctured  tins 

2 

0 

Peas 

-  do  - 

1 

3 

Prepared  meat  (imported) 

1  case 

Putrefaction 

30 

°f 

Puddings 

1  tin 

Malodorous 

0 

15I 

Rice 

1  " 

Damaged  tin 

1 

0 

Salmon 

3  " 

Decomposition 

0 

3f 

Sausage 

1  " 

-  do  - 

0 

n 

Soup 

1  " 

Leaking  tin 

<? 

10i 

Vegetables 

11  " 

Underpr  0  ce  s  s ing 

11 

7 

-  do  - 

7  " 

Defective  tins 

8 

A2 

Veal 

1  " 

Blown  tin 

6 

0° 

T  ot a  1  we  ight :  - 

273 

9i 
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Treatment  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs . 

Condemned  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  either  by  incineration  or 
burial  at  the  refuse  disposal  site  having  previously  been  rendered 
innocuous  by  suitable  spraying.  Condemned  meat  and  meat  products 
where  suitable  are  collected  for  manufacture  into  non-edible  by¬ 
products,  having  first  been  stained  with  an  approved  green 
vegetable  dye  to  prevent  their  improper  use. 


19. 

SECTION  F. 

PREV.iLEi 'CE  OF.  x dtp  CONTROL^  OVER.  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  provided 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  talker gate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne. 


TABLE  SHOWING  .Ji.LYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  dtSES 
OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  UNDER 
AGE  GROUPS  . 

i -PL-rxm .» 


Disease 


Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 
Dysentery 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 


co 

CO 

CO 

co 

c/3 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

0 

u 

P 

P 

p 

CO 

p 

P 

P 

P 

p 

> 

U 

d 

d 

d 

d 

P 

d 

d 

d 

d 

d 

0 

g 

3 

CD 
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0 

0 

d 

P 

P 

O 

P 

0 

> 

0 

>5 

0 

>> 

t>> 

O 

>> 

-d 

-d 

K’i 

C\J 

csv 

-d 

-d 

-d 

-d 

CO 

rH 

H 

-d 

3- 

LJ O 

VO 

F- 

p 

OJ 

d 

p 

U 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

rH 

O 

1 

>> 

d 

0) 

P 

O 

-P 

b0 

g 

rH 

LO 

LO 

LO 

lt\ 

LO 

LOi 

to 

O 

..  r* 

-H 

P 

H 

H 

CM 

-d 

LO 

VO 

r- 

EH 

-  1  -  -  -  - 

-  -  -  111 
-  -  -  2  -  - 

-  -  1  -  -  - 

-  -  -  1  -  - 


Total 


-1.14  11--1-2  1-12 


Notifications  of  infectious  disease  ..were  extremely  few  in 
number  in  1962  and,  once  again,  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred. 
This  disease  has- now  been  absent  from  the.  .Borough  for  14 
consecutive  years  and  has  caused  do  death. in  the  past  16  years. 


Immunisation, 


In  spite  of  the  continued  absence  of  Diphtheria,  the  Vast 
majority  of  parents . still  accept  this  form  of  protection  for 
their  children.  There  is  reason  for  considerable  satisfaction 
in  this  connection,  as  it  might  have  been  expected  that  the 
lack  of  any  cases  of  the  disease  would  produce  apathy  among 
young  parents,  few  of  whom  can  have  had  any  experience  of 
Diptheria,. 


It  is,  now,  common  practice  to  give  infants  tri^pgantigen 
which  protects  simultaneously  against  Whooping  Gough  and  Tetanus 
as  well  as  Diphtheria,  and  increasing  use  is  being  made  of  a 
combined  antigen  against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  for  re-inforcing 
injections  for  school  children. 


During  the  year,  183  pre-school  and  33  school  children 
received  a  primary  course  of  protection,  while  218  pre-school 
and  332  children  received  re-inforcing  injections. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination . 

In  the  spring  of  1962  the  Ministry  of  Health  gave  approval  for 
the  use  of  oral  vaccine.  This  was  welcome  because  of  the  ease  of 
administration,  the  consequent  reduction  in  the  number  of  injections 
to  which  children  had  to  be  submitted,  and  the  greater  protection 
thought  to  be  given  by  oral  vaccine,  both  to  the  individual  and  to 
the  community. 

During  the  year  580  persons  completed  the  primary  course  of  2 
injections  of  Salk  vaccine  and  1147  received  a  primary  course  of  3 
doses  or  oral  vaccine.  In  addition  403  /received  a  third  injection 
and  113  a  fourth  injection  while  2081  received  a" dose  of  oral 
vaccine  to  reinforce  a  primary  course  of  two  Salk,  injections  and 
1064  between  the  ages  of  5  and  12  years  were  given  a  dose  of  oral 
vaccine  after  three  Salk  injections. 

These  figures  refer  to  the  whole  of  the  Central  i:.rea  of  the 
County. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING-  1962. 


'"Age  Groups 


Under  1  year 
1-4  years  .. 
5  -  14  years 

15  -  24  years 
25  -  34  years 
35-44  years 
45  -  54  years 
55  -  64  years 
65  -  74  years 
75  years  &  over 


New  Cases 

Resp  Non-Re  sp 

M.  F.  M.  -  F. 


1 

1 

2 

1 


1 


Total 


1 

1 

2 

2 


Deaths 


Resp  Non -Resp  Total 

M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


There  was  1  death  from  the  respiratory  form  of  the  disease, 


This  gives  a  death-rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  of  0.075 
per  1,000  of  the  population.  •  .A 

The  corresponding  rate  f  ••  England  and  Wale s  was  0.059  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 
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MORTALITY  FROM  MALIGNuNT  NEOPLASMS 

Male 


Tongue 

Thyroid 

Breast 

Lung 

Stomach 

Duodenum 

Liver 

Caecum 

Uterus 

Rectum 

Anus 

Haematopoietic  System 
Unknown  (Generalised) 

Total 


DURING  1962. 
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Malignant  Neoplasm,  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  Rate  in  England,  and  Wales 

Malignant  Neop la sms  of  nil  other  S ites . 


Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales 


Sites, 


Death  Rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  . 


C.379  per  1,000 
0.310  per  1,000 


1.139  per  1,000 
I.667  per  1,000 


1.32  per  1,000 
2.177  per  1,000 


Total 


u 


* 


